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| Mami Bentiey - revised letter

From: <KMield @aol.com>

To: <bentley@co.lewis-clark.mt.us>, <mbentiey@co.lewis-clark.mt.us>
Date: 6/23/03 5:26PM

Subject: revised letter

Marni,

Thanks for the reply and additional info. | have slightly revised my letter.
| do not refer to the $20 fee. Please use this letter instead. Thanks for
your time and advice.

Ken

County Commissioners:

First of ail, | appreciate the opportumty to provide input on this issue.
Second, | am not opposed to paying taxes or assessments, as long as these are
applied fairly.

| speak for a number of people with whom | talked to within the past week.
We do not feel that the assessment schedule is fair.

The proposed service area is large. We represent some cabin owners in the
mountains, west of Bean Lake. | have one acre of land and a very small

summer-only cabin, which | purchased for $14,000 about 1 1/2 years ago. Adjacent to
mine, my daughters and their husbands have a similar small cabin. There are

others like mine in the adjacent valleys. We have no phone service and no

well.

Under this Augusta plan, we will each be assessed $50 per year. Sure,

Augusta is closer but at least 20 miles away and over some pretty rough roads. With
no phone service, we have no expectations of timely fire service. Certainly,

we are willing to help pay for such a service, but the assessment seems

exorbitant.

Just within our nearby valleys, there are homes in the $250,000 and much
higher price range. Within 1 mile of my parcel is a home for sale for $278,000.
Now, the maximum amount they would pay is $200, even though their properties
are about 20 times or, some cases, much more expensive than ours, yet the
proposal is for us to pay 1/4 of the amount that they pay. This certainly isn't

fair, not even close.

Those with the funds for such expensive homes should pay their fair share,
for any type of service. This proposed pricing structure puts the brunt of the
cost on the backs of the Montanans who are trying to enjoy a small piece of
the spiendor of this state.

Assessments should be based on the percentage of the value of the property.
Yes, it was explained to me that in order to get this service area off the

ground quickly, a graduated fee structure is most expedient. A DISTRICT service
area would be served by such a much more fair percentage fee structure.
HOWEVER in the meantime, the proposed graduated fee structure is extremely

BT 222
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On the behalf of many small property owners, who only use their properties
during the summer months, | hope our voices are heard. Let's make this
equitable.

Thank you.

Ken Mielke

3044208
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Carole Byrnes - Proposed Augusta Fire Service Area S _ ' - Page 1-

From: <KMield@aol.com>

To: <bentley@co.lewis-clark.mt.us>, <mbentley@co.lewis-clark.mt.us>
Date: 6/23/03 1:23PM

Subject: Proposed Augusta Fire Service Area

County Commissioners:

First of all, | appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this issue.
Second, | am not opposed to paying taxes or assessments, as long as these are
applied fairly.

| speak for a number of people with whom | talked to within the past week.
We do not feel that the assessment schedule is fair,

The proposed service area is large. We represent some cabin owners in the
mountains, west of Bean Lake. | have one acre of land and a very small

summer-only cabin, which | purchased for $14,000 about 1 1/2 years ago. Adjacent to
mine, my daughters and their husbands have a similar small cabin. There are

others like mine in the adjacent valleys. We have no phone service and no

well. If | read my yearly tax statement correctly, we are (each) assessed $20 for

the Lewis and Clark fire service, per year.

Under this Augusta plan, we will each be assessed $50 per year. Sure,

Augusta is closer but at least 20 miles away and over some pretty rough roads. With
no phone service, we have no expectations of timely fire service. Certainly,

we are willing to help pay for such a service, but the assessment seems

exorbitant.

Just within our nearby valleys, there are homes in the $250,000 and much
higher price range. Within 1 mile of my parcel is a home for sale for $278,000.
Now, the maximum amaunt they would pay is $200, even though their properties
are about 20 times or, some cases, much more expensive than ours, yet the
proposal is for us to pay 1/4 of the amount that they pay. This certainly isn't

fair, not even close.

Those with the funds for such expensive homes should pay their fair share,
for any type of service. This proposed pricing structure puts the brunt of the
cost on the backs of the Montanans who are trying to enjoy a small piece of
the splendor of this state.

Assessments should be based on the percentage of the value of the property.

Yes, it was explained to me that in order to get this service area off the

ground quickly, a graduated fee structure is most expedient. A DISTRICT service

area would be served by such a much more fair percentage fee structure.

HOWEVER, in the meantime, the proposed graduated fee structure is extremely unfair!

On the behalf of many small property owners, who only use their properties
during the summer months, | hope our voices are heard. The $20 currently being
assessed for my property {and many others), by Lewis and Clark, is fair - the
proposed structure is very, very unfair.

LU
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Ken Mielke
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LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
316 North Park Avenue, P. O. Box 1725
Helena, MT 59624; Phone: 447-8374

MEMORANDUM DATE: June 19, 2003
FILE: AugustaFSAMemo
6 7\,.,(\./0'\
TO: Board of County Commissioners v rJM'W

o

N .
t ’
FROM: Marni Bentley W}a

SUBJECT: Proposed Augusta Fire Service Area Creation

A petition had been received to create the Augusta Fire Service Area, as authorized by Section 7-
33-2401, MCA. The resolution of intent was passed by the Board on May 22, 2003 and
landowners in the proposed fire service area were notified. Legal ads were run in the Great Falls
Tribune, the Helena Independent Record and the Sun Valley Times.

On June 13, 2003, the Board held a public hearing in Augusta and took public testimony.
Another public hearing is scheduied for June 24 in Helena. If the resolution to create the fire
service area is passed, protests will be taken until August 25. If insufficient protest is received,
the fire service area will become effective.

Staff recommends approval of the attached resolution to create the Augusta Fire Service Area, as
requested by the petitioners.
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